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Editor: Back

Dear Dr. Kiehl,

Your letter of 09/09/92 was sent to the previous referees. Based upon their negative

comments, the Editor has decided to maintain his decision to reject your manuscripts.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. John W. Aitken
Editorial manager

Editarial Office;  Apollosteasse 2, Postfach Telr + 4113830002
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Unser Feiduen Ihre Badaricht vom Ihr Zeidien Datum

09.10.92

Ref. no.: 92-0988, 92-0999 and 92-1073; my letter dated 5/9/92;
letter dated 5/10/92 by Dr. J.W. Ritken

Dear Prof. Christen,

I just got a letter from Dr. J.W. Aitken, dated 5/10/52,
concerning my manuscripts (92-09%8, 92-0999 and 92-1073) - see
enclosed copy.

He writes that my letter of 9/9/62 was sent to the previous
referees!! I don’t think that this preocedure is the right way
to solve the problems I discussed in my letter dated 9/9/92 to
you: By this way there is no possibility to cobtain peutral
commental As you maoy have sBeen without any difficulty my letter
lu ayyrovuwlve bLovauve 1 wau underutandably very angry. It is
therefore guite clear, that the referees alone on this reason
may have repeated their negative comments (the new comments
were miasing in Dr. Altken’a lettar of 5/10/92).

What is the best way to resolve this dispute? The easiest way
is to reject the manuscripts - as I discussed to you in my
letter of 9/9/92. The other way would be your decision to
publish the manuscripts since there ist no methodical or other
mistake in these papers present. To find a neutral referee
should be very difficult (may be Hatefi, Hanstein, Lardy, etc.
were positive referees).

Yours slncerely
[o eyt

Dr. R. Kiehl

Danhsebindung: Waiflchnbank Feobinden b b Flug (BLE 730470 89] Reocble 977 162
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Fed. Rep. Germany
Reference no.: 92-0998

Transport and ATP synthesis in mitochondria 1 1. Evidence for mitochondrial 2,4-dinitrophenol accumulation
across the PitH+-symport system

Kiehl Reinhold
Refarence no.: 92-0999

Transport and ATP synthesis in mitochondria 1 1I. Glutathione and endogenous regulatory factor for
mitochondrial phosphatafproton symport

Kiehl Reinhold,
Reference no.: 92-1073

Transport and ATP synthesis in mitochondria 1 lIl. Hypothesis: mitochandrial ATP synthesis of the
phosphate/proton sympaort system with oxidized glutathione as catalyst

Kiehl Reinhold

Editor: BSck

Dear Dr. Kiehl, AY
Your letters of 09/10/92 and 13/10/92 were passed on to the Editor.
He wishes ta inform you that it is not possible to change the referees in order to obtain

a positive response. Since they were unanimous in their advice to reject your
manuscripts, the Editar does not intend to change his original decision.

Yours sincerealy,

? q
B L Dr. John W. Aitken
v / Qx& - Editorial manager
Copy: Editor
iome = === Editorial Office:  Apallosirasse 2, Pastfach Tel: + 41 13830002

CH-8032 Fiirich, Switzerland Fax: + 411 38307 16
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Ulnser Yeichen Ihee Madimuht vom lhe Excichen [ucum

22.10.92

Ref.No.: 92-0998, 92-0999 and 92-1073; your letter of 15/10/92

Dear Prof. Christen,
dear Dr. Aitken,

I just got your letter. I am still missing the new negative
comments of the referees in your letter dated 5/10/92 in answer
to my letter of 9/5/92,

It would be very nice to get comments of the referees to my
telefax and letter of 14/10/92.

I don’t want other referees: I just like to get correct
responses to my manuscripts and letters. This manuscripts
contain in the end the results cut of some years
experimentations.

If you think that it would be helpful in this matter to speak
to the Editor in'Miinchen“please let me know.

Yours sincerely

Dr. R. Kiehl

Baskwvrrbindang: Raiflaiwabank Meukisden b ML Bloo (ELE 753000100 Kool 227 162
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Fed. Rep. Germany
Reference no.: 92-0998

Transport and ATP synihesis in mitochondria 1 1. Evidence for mitochondrial 2,4-dinitrophenal accumulalion
across the PilH+-symport system

Kiehl Reinhold
Reference no.: 92-08349

Transpart and ATP synthesis in mitochondria 1 Il. Glutathione and endogenous requlatory factor for
mitochondrial phosphatefproton symport

Kighl Reinhold,
Reference no.: 92-1073

Transport and ATP synthesis in mitochondria 1 lil. Hypothesis: mitochondrial ATP synthesis of the
phosphate/praton symport system with oxidized glutathione as catalyst

Kiehl Reinhotd

Editor: Bock

Dear Dr. Kiehl,

Thank you for your letter of 22.10.92. Your letter of 09.08.92 was faxed to two
referees: report 1 is from a referee who reviewed manuscripts 92-0998 and 92-0996,
and report 2 is from a referee who reviewed all three manuscripts. As you can see,
both are negative.

The Editor, Prof. Bick, has made it quite clear that he does not intend to alter his
decision to reject your manuscripts. However, if you wish to contact him, his
telephone number is 089 179 198 56.

Yours sincerely,

i e g |
{ .:L'\;\,LJ\:,L,(LG_ i

Dr. John W. Aitken
Editorial manager
Copy: Editor
Editorial Office:  Apellosimsse 2, Postfach Tel: + 411 383 00 02
CH-8032 Zitrich, Switzerland Tax: + 41 1 38307 16
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From: Editorlal Office Fax: +41 1 383 0716
Postfach Phone: +41 1 383 0002

Apollostrasse 2
CH-8032 Ziirlch

Switzerland Date; 30 October 1992
Fax to: Dr. Reinhold Kishl
Number of pages (this one included): 1

EJB no,; 92 0998, 0999 and 1073 '

| am sending this fax in response to your telephone call today. Since you now have
the referees’ comments on your letter of 09.09.92, the only course of action which you
can teke at this stage is to reply to these comments. Please fax your reply to this
office, and | will forward it to the Editor.

Dr. J. Aitken

- . LECTER =11
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Unger Leichen Ihee Madiiche vam thr Zeicen Dratum
Octoker 26th, 1992

Ref.No.: 92-0998, 92-0999 and 92-1073; my letter of 22/10/92

Dear Prof. Christen,
dear Dr. Aitken,

I have changed my manuscripts 92-0998, 92-0999 and 92-1073 in
order to resolve the dispute with your referees. I added more

points and an explanatory figure to clarify better some
results.

1. M8 92-0998: I added some more details as well as Figure 3 to
clarify the points raised by the referees.
I am not using an cold fashioned swelling approach, but I am
using the normal physiological swelling and contraction
cxcles gf mitochondria, e.g. one more possibility to measure
K" (Ca® )-transport (see manuscripts I to IV, some results
out of M5 IV were sent to you by Fax/Letter of 14/10/92).

There are no artefacts in life, just the explanations are
missing. If something has been measured, there are
explanations available — one has just to search for!

2. MS 92-0999: The results - and the methology leading to these
results - are eminent important to biocenergetics and then of
course also to medicine: the description of the way to the
right methods leading in finally *"only" 1 page results,
namely glutathione/modulation by phosphate, are essential
for the MS and cof interest and also of importance for
biochemists. .

The finding of glutathione involvement in mitochondrial
energy linked functions leads then of course in a discussion
as presented. We have now divided this discussion into 3
parts for convenience: 1. glutathione and RCR as well as
P;/H,-symport, 2. glutathione RCR/P;/H -symport and
interfering compounds, 3. glutathiofle-transport/relation to
medicine. é?

Hankverbindang: Railcherbank Meukirdien b HIL Bl (RLE 350471 10) Kio.-THn 927 163
-
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I rather like to write an extended methodolegical paper, if
somecne wishes a paper like this and if enocugh interest
exists.

3. MS 92-1073: In this manuscript I describe a new hypothesis
about ATP-synthesis and this hypothesis can be proven 1in
future experiments. This new hypothesis is founded on data
out of 20 to 30 years research efforts and much better able
to explain these data as present descriptions of ATP
formation.

I have changed my English style (K-transport).

Yours siqgggely sin o
i< (Hen ¢

Dr. R. Kiehl

a N

2x3 copies of the changed MS

fe Bef P, Cluwsfen ,Dr, Jow, hiHeec,



e

SPEZIALKLINIKE NEUKIRCHEN

PRIVATKLINIK ZUR BEHANDLUNG ALLERGISCHEDR,

UMD DEGEMERATIVER ERERANKUN
GmbH & Co KG B

Hed,Leitung: Johannes Hiller-Stednwacts, Hautarzt

Spezialklink Meukirchen - Krankenhausite, 9 - B497 Neukirdhien b, M1 i

‘Telefon: 02947 rep_

a
Te_lc:f.nx 09347 f2p10g
IK: 260 530 sg5

Prof. Ph. Christen
Dr. J.W. Aitken
Editorial Office, Eur. J. Biochem.

Hpolloétr. 2 FaX: 004113830716
Postfach & 152 Original by mail
8032 Ziirich

L
SCHWEIZ !

Unser dewdien e Madiridic vom hr Zeidien Py

02.11.92

Ref.No.: 92-0998, 92-0999, 92-1073; my letters of 9/10/92 and
26/10/92 plus changed manuscripts; your letter dated 30/10/92
with the referees’ comments on my letter of 9/9/92

Dear Prof. Christen,
dear Dr. Aitken,

I have just got your letters dated 30/10/92 with the referees’
comments on my letter of 9/9/92. A little bit late - as I
already told to Dr. Aitken on the phone. I am writing now on
Dr. Aitken’s suggestion a reply to these comments, although
most points raised by the referees are answered by the
preliminary results to be reported in the 4th MS sent to you on
the 14/10/92 by fax/letter and my letter of 26/10/92 (together

__with the improved manuscripts).

MS 92-0998: all points raised by the referees were clarified.
ERROR: At page 7 line 5 there should correctly be written: "As
already suggested..

MS 92-0999: as I wrote already, the result of glutathione
involvement in the mitochondrial energy linked functions, incl.
modulation of the membrane bound glutathione concentrations by
phosphate - represented by "only" one page description - forces
to the presented mechanism in the discussion and the discussion
itself. The weight (importance) of the results counts and this
fact cannot be expressed in page numbers!

MS 92-1073 (and 92-0998, 92-0999): The comments of the referees
make clear, why the manuscripts were rejected - they are not
wanted (see my letter of 9/9192) "The current state of
bioenergetics will - in the opinion of the reviewer - not be
improved by publishing these papers". I don’t agree: the state
of biocenergetics will clarify on these papers, this is obvious
to everyone standing outside bicenergetics, but the referees
rather like to keep the long persisting "state of the art" - or
how do they intend to solve the problems in bicenergetics?

In the moment there is one theory and that is Mitchell’s but no
hypothesis, therefore the field camnnot be speiled with another
unproven hypothesis. If one follows the results of the papers
and the conclusions out of these results, one ends
automatically up in the presented hypothesis:

Banbuwediindang: Raiffenenbant, Meukisdien b, B0, Tur (D1 753671 10) Rro.he 9317 163



FAX to Prof. Christen, Dr. Ritken

FyF, cannot be the location where ATP is synthesized (remember:
which points leaded to FgF; as location for ATP synthesis?)!
Realizing our statement may be shocking at first. But just the
acceptance of this inference resolves many problems in
biocenergetics and clarifies the molecular description of ATP
synthesis.

A lot of results imply F,Fy as K-pump (as partly described), it
needs just a few further experiments to prove this assumption
directly. There are alsc good experiments possible for a direct
proof of the proposed ATP synthesis on the P;/H —-symporter.
That means the hypothesis may be proven in a relative short
time and the mechanism for ATP synthesis could then be

settled. This has not been possible for ATP synthesis on FqFy
for about 30 years! Another peint: Almost all data obtaine
during the last decades are able to be explained by the
presented hypothesis - this is not the case with the current
descriptions of mitochondrial energy linked functions. Also,
the long persisting discussions about Mitchell’s theory are in
the formulated hypothesls on the best way resolved,

1’d like to remember mitochondria are embedded into cells and
they interact therefore with other organelles as well as with
the cellular membranes. Physiological conditions have to be
used to find the existant interactions. These interactions (and
new functions) are able to be found and described with the
presented hypothesis, but not in the current description of
bioenergetics. I have pointed toward the relation of the
molecular formulated mitochondrial energy linked functions to
medical functions. The technical realization of bioenergy
production (molecular biotechnology) is with the formulated
molecular mechanism of ATP synthesis possible.

One more point: As "Ultima ratio*, the editor could publish the
comments of the referees together with this reply as discussion
at the end of the papers.

An answer to the second "comment" as well as the statement that
two negative comments are proof for bad manuscripts is at our
state of discussion without any doubt unnecessary. I1'd like
also to ask the Editor: How is it possible for him under the
impression of all the data and arguments to say "he does not
intend to change his original decision to reject the papers?”

Please send copies of this reply and copies of all the
remaining correspondence, including preliminary data and
corrected papers as well as the letter of 9/10/92 as answer to
the style of m umentation to the Editor Prof. Bock and the
refereef).

Yours sincerely

1. LewdL

Dr. R. Kiehl
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Dr, Reinhold Kiehl
Research Department
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Reference no.: 92-0988

Transport and ATP synthesis in mitochandria 1 1. Evidence for mitochandrial 2.4-dinitrapheno! accumulation
across the Pi'H+-symport systemn

Kiehl Reinhald
Reference no.: 92-0999

Transport and ATP synthesis in mitochondria 1 1. Glutathione and endogenous regulalory factor for
mitochondrial phosphate/proton symport

Kiehl Reinhaold,
Reference no.: 92-1073

Transport and ATP synthesis in milochondria 1 1ll. Hypothesis: mitochondrial ATP synthesis of the
phosphate/praton symport system with oxidized glutathione as catalyst

Kiehl Reinhold

Editor: Béck

Dear Dr. Kiehl,
Your letter of 02.11.92 was passed on to the Editor.
He asked me to inform you that he has considered the points in your letter, and finds

that there are no grounds for reopening the file, because you have still not addressed
the fundamental criticisms of the referees. &

He has also suggested that it may be advisable to submit your manuscripts to a
different journal.

Yours sincerely,

= Y

Dr. John W. Aitken
Editorial manager
Copy: Editor

Editorial Office:  Apollostrasse 2, Postlach Telo + 41 1383 (002
CH-EDIL Hirich, Switzecland Fax: + 41 1 38307 16



